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bound up with the development of the capital. And, again, though
this realistic interest in city life has compelled even a successful
euphuist to denude his diction of all ornamentation, yet the frame-
work of his pamphlets shows the skill of the professional author.
His methods of presentation are well illustrated by Tlie Defence
of Conny-catcliing. The pamphlet claims to be a plea for the dis-
reputable thief, and contends that worse cozenage was to be
found among the respectable classes1. Yet this argument merely
served as a pretext for exposing the dishonesty of usurers, millers,
butchers, lawyers and tailors, and, still more, as an excuse for
presenting the public with some admirable tales. Apparently,
the success of these rather superficial pamphlets led him to widen
his scope, and to include the practices of female criminals. This
new material afforded an opening for novelty of form. Greene,
always in search of variety, revived the medieval dialogue, presented
the public with A Disputation betweene a Hee Conny-catcherand a
Shee Conny-catclier, in which the interlocutors discuss the compara-
tive merits of male and female with a view to theft and blackmail
Though a burlesque debate, this tract really penetrates deeply into
the sociology of crime, by considering the questions of sex and
character which underlie the superficial dexterity of coney-catching.
This series of pamphlets marks Greene's apprenticeship in
social literature. Having exhausted his material, he produced,
in July 1592, A Quip for an Upstart Courtier, in which he
reaches his consummation. It has already been shown2 how the
greater part of the tract is taken up with a dispute between the
courtier and the tradesman; and how the jury of tradesmen
brought in to decide the case enables Greene to pass in review
representatives of differing trades and pursuits.
The value of the pamphlet consists in the new life and meaning
that Greene puts into old forms of thought Tradesmen had been
victims of caricature since the early Middle Ages8. The attack
on the fashionable spendthrift, the central figure of A Quip, is
part of the immemorial feud between men of wealth and men of
1 The idea was quite in keeping with the spirit of the sixteenth century: see below,
N&she's Lenten Stuffe, and bibl. under Burlesque Encomia. Parson Hjberdine had
delivered a sermon in praise of thievery. Many broadside ballads sang the joys of
vagabondage. The Defence of Conny-catehing claims to be a counterblast to Greene's
preceding pamphlets, A Notable Discovery and the later parts of Cortny-catching.
But those booklets are gratuitously commended by their self-constituted antagonist,
and our author is addressed with a respectful suavity, quite out of keeping with the
sixteenth century spirit of controversy, but quite izx keeping with Greene's methods of
self-advertisement.
3 Ante, vol. m, chap, xvi* p* 361.                         * Ibid, obap, v, p. 84.